CAPTIVE BEAUTY:
WERNER & NELSON AT
MCINTOSH GALLERY

exist in & visuad culture, coe

that bombands us with imepes

Laihirred dor (it specific reac-
s,

By this, think thae, come here, po
there — averthing b5 a0 pervasee (hat
many of us anen'f aware of the exent b
which we zre being meardpubiced

Soime might even argue that these
ditps, beaniily i no Jonger in the eye of
the beholder,

et Nebon: Fhotographs 1577 1o
2004 and Janct Werner: Annther perfict
day, two comcurrent exhibitions pres-

Juner Wenmer, Bear (or. on caves, 2010)

enlly on at the Mclntosh Gallery, keok st
our relatinnship o Bedvion, the seduc-
tive pulll o [t expresskm, smd how it
iopects the way we feed about oirehes,

Upon eiering the nsaln gallery spare,
dcnrgory planor of the karge off on can-
ih winrks sfrike us a5 eloquent portralts
of beautiful women, [l there's more
than meets the e,

“When you fiest see [anet’s paintings,
yeud think they are peesty A8 you Lake
il devper book, you see that there’s 4 log
foirgg o0, explained James Patten, Me-
Indoshy directee

"There’s the nofinn that even though
mied people find [t attractive, faghion
and Beauty & also repressive, 15 the

el her oun person, or bs she 3 ve-
hicle for sthers fo impose thelr viewsy
The inleristing thing about the arist &
shie's ot saing it i pond or bad — she
s saying it bs comples. We'ne caisght i 4
cyche where we wand to b fres bl we'ne
seaduced by besuby!” be added,

A5 & ase in poin, Bear (2010 depicts
a moded siriking 4 chassic high-Sshion
pose, wearing & red jacket with Black
epaabettes and white riding pants, Wispy
Elond hair pesks oul from undemeath
A .., bear's hiad? What at fisst appears
i b @ bddy bear mask &, on closer
irspectivn, rather distrhing.

“The heaks o hats the
okl aee wesiring becorms
a persoen for them &ll; il
ik they've Riding, " Faiten
sald Placing the head of
an animal - particalady
the ciddly kind found in
children’s boosks — on a
woran's body &5 8 urring
theme in the Montreal &t
it partrails,

“hmithing thats cule Is
subject o being ahused
(Werner] examines  how
woamen are reperseniied by
fehim They're atirictive
bl Eey're  vulnerahle,”
Faten said.

Wernes. coniiintily s
torts her figures, sch as
exapperating the head
Girl i Brown Sult (2004),

ib midiixgion on Big Girl (011}, or
the beeasts on Sheila (2001), There tsa
clear Bk between this device and bow
popular culure distorts sur parceptinn
of beauty,

When the faces an nof ohsrured, they
possess A curlons power, “The women
(Wemmer) partray Inok Mk they're un-
der 2 spell, bt at the same time, they'n:
casting 2 spell on s, Thers §s dhis inter-
estigg dualify: are they looklng al us, or
e we [oaking at thems” Patten asked.

De Matle (20000, the porirait that
grocts 15 bmmedlalely upon enbeng,
perfectly encapsulates the overanching
theme of Wemner's work

“The hair, shoulders, the: position ame

s dorrinant that her face has disap-
peared, She's lceliss; (he constrction
of beauty has tofally sierahebmed her
She has an Entricale haindo and dres -
bust she's grne,  Patten said.

T paintings an coetrasiid with Rob
Nelsoors photos on display i the smadl-
¢f mllery space aoroes the way. Bven
thaugh the Lonboe-based photographer
hizsenjoyed a busy career spannissg four
decades, due o the ramin of his sdito-
rial work, this is his first-ever solo echi-
itiisn, B we hiane 2 very differest take
on the art of portraituse

At the forefront of th shift in the aes- |
thete af Faghion pholography that ec- |
curred i the mid-80, Kelaon s credited |
for Eaking his subjects cat of the highly |
eoitrotled envirooment of (he studin |
anid ki the: stroel |

The inoviion had =sach publica-
tinns 2= Enlerview Magarine, Canadian
Art, Satueday Mghe, Flare, and Chat-
¢luine calling.

As with Wermer's shous, these phosc-
grapha: pissess hoon sensitivity beat un-
I the paintings, they donrt beave the |
viwer fecking, unsetthd This makes for
an Interesting dichotomy between the
I artists and thelr agproach o con-
wenitiorzal bezuty,

Shots of well-known figares — from
Prince Andrew fo Minganet Abwood, from
Iszac Mizrahl in Karen Kadn - are infer-
spersed with amergeniug subjects wh
Irustid Nelson eoough to allow him fa
s (hesr mos inima sides

Soenc oo rovcal quict moments of
Londoners sich 25 former Miss Universe
Karen Balduin, Westem faculty Sky
Glabuish, and the lale Western Professar
Emnérilus Roes Woodman

Hanging e the wall behind the gal-
lery's front desk i an enlirpenent of
Firsten Durst clrca 1596, Resting on a
couch alongskde her dog in the comfor
of her oem apartment, there is no pee-
fense of the acin=s trying to nelmvni
Erersell for the camera, Such i e mag-
i of Melson's candid cumerd,

Bie stimd b viksit the MicTniesh Gallery fo
chieck out the exhibition before i closes
on Nissenbe 1,
= Aumie Ronald: Misngan 1




